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AGRICULTURE FOR CITY SCHOOLS 



M. E. HURLEY 
Allendale School, Oakland, California 



To most people the term "agriculture" does not signify a type 
of intellectual and industrial training. It rather calls to mind a 
vague image of gardens, or perhaps an old-time farmer living on 
his country estate with the cows, pigs, and chickens. It apparently 
has not occurred to a number of educators that our public schools 
have but barely touched upon this most vital and fruitful field of 
educational activity. The Allendale School in Oakland, California, 
offers one example of what can be done through the medium of 
agricultural activities to tap the great supply of enthusiasm that 
is latent in the normal boy and girl of school age. Here one finds 
an interested, energetic group of pupils zealously working out 
problems that have been encountered in their natural settings, the 
solution of which means infinitely more to these children than the 
preparing of a classroom recitation. 

If you should visit Allendale, your attention would first be 
drawn to a group of houses at the north end of the grounds, all an 
immaculate snowy white, due to the efforts of industrious pupils. 
Interest would prompt you immediately to inspect this snow-white 
unit which we call the Allendale School Farm, but we would insist 
that you first visit the slate-colored portable near by in order that 
you might see the classes working out the problems which they meet 
daily in the projects with which they are engaged. 

The alertness of the pupils would at once impress you, but you 
would not be surprised at this after you learned the nature of the 
problems under consideration. When the success or failure of a 
much-prized home project depends upon the knowledge gleaned 
from these discussions, the child would indeed be foolish to allow 
any of it to escape him. Some idea of the nature of the class exer- 
cises may be obtained by examining the pupils' notebooks. No 
two of the notebooks are alike, for they do not deal with the same 
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problems. Each pupil is working out an individual project which 
is to net him a definite gain, either in dollars and cents or by addi- 
tion to the family output. The notebooks are planned and kept 
in accordance with intelligent methods of accounting, the business 
side of the project being thoroughly considered by the pupil before 
the work is begun. 

After you had visited the classes at work, one of the boys would 
offer to show you the live stock and the model houses. He would 
point out the coops of blue-ribbon chickens and the hutches of 
prize-winning rabbits. If you felt inclined to ask questions, he 
would explain the fine points of the Light Brahmas, the Plymouth 
Rocks, the Rhode Island Reds, and the White Leghorns. You 
would see the model goat house with its comfortable and sanitary 
stalls which the boys put in, and the brooder house with its thriving 
baby chicks. Your guide would indicate the definite plan on which 
the garden is laid out, and you would here see the actual develop- 
ment of the various garden projects along the specific lines described 
in the notebooks. 

Next, you would turn your attention to a group of houses 
inclosed by an attractive wire fence. Here you would find the 
model back yard. The two well-balanced beds of vegetables in the 
foreground, with the border of roses and other flowers adding an 
artistic touch, would strike you as being unique. In the back- 
ground, the arrangement of the model hen house, the two rabbit 
hutches, and the tool house, with the bed of artichokes behind the 
hutches and the row of berries along the back fence, would impress 
you as being very practical. The pupil would explain to you that 
the model back yard is scientifically planned so as to provide meat, 
eggs, vegetables, and berries for a family of four, and you would not 
wonder that duplicates have already begun to make their appear- 
ance in the neighborhood. Naturally you would wonder about the 
advisability of a model front yard, and your friend would tell you 
all about the plans for that. 

Among other things you would be interested in the vegetable 
and canary-bird projects which have been initiated by the kinder- 
garten class, and you would note the fact that appropriate agricul- 
ture activities are being carried on by pupils of every school grade. 
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Those of us who have been fortunate enough to come in close 
touch with agricultural projects such as these find that they not 
only correlate readily with the other subjects of the curriculum but 
are capable of vitalizing the entire school to a degree almost beyond 
belief. This fact has been thoroughly established at Allendale. 
The school and the community stand as a unit in the feeling that 
agriculture has given a touch of real life to the neighborhood. The 
children have been given a new lease on school life, so to speak, and 
pupils from other school districts have expressed the desire to come 
to Allendale for the purpose of enrolling in the agriculture classes. 
Teachers have been inspired to greater efforts through their contact 
with these activities and are working out vital projects in other lines. 
The parents have come to look upon the school as a potent factor 
in their lives and in the lives of their children. Classroom prob- 
lems, problems in attendance, problems in discipline, and various 
other problems have been reduced to a minimum wherever agricul- 
ture is concerned. The reason is obvious. The activities of the 
school have been made vital to the interests of the pupils, and they 
have no time for trivial matters. If they stay at home, they will 
miss something worth while. We have found it difficult to keep 
them at home even under the ban of a quarantine; so it must be 
admitted that the morale is running high. 

The story of agriculture at Allendale is the story of a financial 
struggle, but the ending is one that spells a worth-while victory. 
The school department furnished only the portable building and 
the actual classroom equipment. The pupils and teachers did the 
rest. When you consider the fact that a school of five hundred and 
fifty pupils earned nearly nine hundred dollars last year, you can 
begin to realize the zeal with which our pupils went to work to 
accomplish their aim. 

The first step in the finance program was the staging of a play. 
The motive for this play threw the school heart and soul into the 
work. A very creditable production was the result. The fact that 
three other grammar schools and one high school arranged for 
additional performances in their respective auditoriums indicates 
the care and skill with which the pupils played their parts. 
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The English teachers throughout the entire school have found 
ample opportunity to correlate the work in their classes with 
agriculture, which offers topics for compositions, talks, business 
letters, and even poems. The lower grades make trips to the farm 
by classes in order to study the vegetables, flowers, and animals. 
These they reproduce in their drawing or clay-modeling and 
describe in written and oral reports. The departmental grades 
operate a service bureau under the supervision of the English and 
agriculture teachers. Vital information concerning gardening, 
poultry, rabbits, goats, eggs, etc., is furnished. If a number of the 
service bulletin is delayed, we are reminded of the fact. 

The opportunity for correlation in civics can be recognized 
instantly. Imagine the beautification of the school grounds by a 
civics class in co-operation with the agriculture department and the 
carrying over into the community of the model back yard and the 
model front yard, with the gradual spread of the project so as to 
incorporate the efforts of the other schools of the city and the 
eventual culmination of all efforts in a city-beautiful movement by 
the school children. Where are more practical results to be realized 
from any line of activity by a city ? Where can school be more 
effectively and more completely tied up with real life ? 

In arithmetic we allow our pupils to consider such matters as 
accounts in connection with their rabbit-raising, chickens, eggs, 
gardens, and seeds, areas of space in connection with home and 
school gardening, cost of construction of rabbit hutches at home 
and at school, lumber measurement for the model houses used in 
the home, and social projects, and saving in labor cost by having 
the boys themselves do the work of construction and painting. 
The arithmetic teacher will recognize at once the appeal such 
problems will make to the interest of the pupils. 

The home economics teacher did not overlook the splendid 
opportunity offered by the model back yard. The girls find out 
how much such a back yard can save a family, and they are getting 
valuable training in budget-making and in thrift. Also the 
artistic side and sanitation are emphasized. 

The manual-training classes have an opportunity for vitalization 
that is invaluable. Properly to conduct the activities of the school 
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farm calls for the making of rabbit hutches, nests, chicken houses, 
fences, gates, runs, incubator houses, stalls, goat houses, feed boxes, 
troughs, etc. Again, the course in mechanical drawing is made 
distinctly practical for these pupils by the need for drawings and 
blue prints to guide them in the work of construction. 

Thus the story runs all the way down through the grades. 
Each class, even the kindergarten, is already working out, planning 
for, or clamoring for a project of its own. The whole plan receives 
a practical stimulus from each successful undertaking. One boy 
at the Fremont High School cleared something over two thousand 
dollars last year on canary birds. It enabled him to support his 
widowed mother while going to school. 

Of course, it must be realized that we have merely made a 
beginning. The work has proved to be vitally worth while, how- 
ever, and that it should be developed is beyond question. A well- 
equipped plant at this school would be the best investment Oakland 
could make for the children of this community. In a short time 
the farm will begin to show a reasonable financial return. This will 
take care of the necessary running expenses and all additions by 
way of growth, except major additions like a hot house. 

Every fair day we have a dozen or more visitors. They bring 
us their problems, copy from our charts, take notes on our lectures, 
get hints from our notebooks, or make us donations of prize stock. 
The community has come to feel that it owns the farm, and every 
individual is interested in the development of it. We are growing 
a great deal more rapidly than we expected. There are already 
something like two hundred and fifty home projects started. The 
effect can be readily seen. If the boy and girl are kept busy, they 
will not become a problem on the street. Parents readily realize 
this fact and co-operate with us to the fullest extent. 



